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1. Policy Statement 

Squash Ireland aims to select the strongest possible teams at all age levels for international 
representation. Selection decisions are made by the selection panel. 

2. General Criteria 

To be considered for selection, players must: 

• Be eligible to represent Ireland (Eligibility Criteria) 

• Be a registered member of and in good standing with Squash Ireland 

• Be under the relevant age on the final day of the event 

• Comply with the Squash Ireland Code of Conduct 

• Attend designated squad training sessions and follow national coach guidance 

2.1. Age Specific Criteria 

Selection is based on a player’s top results in defined events over the previous 12 months. 
National ranking points support but do not solely determine selection. 

For U13 / U15 / U17 Teams 

Compulsory events: 

• Best 3 results from provincial junior opens 

• Irish Junior National (Closed) Championship 

• Irish Junior Open (No ranking points are awarded from the Irish Junior Open but 
performance will be considered in selection) 

For U19 European Team 

Compulsory events: 

• Best 2 results from provincial junior opens 

• Irish Junior National (Closed) Championship 

• Irish Junior Open (No ranking points are awarded from the Irish Junior Open but 
performance will be considered in selection) 

• Irish Senior National (Closed) Championship (No ranking points are awarded from the Irish 
Junior Open but performance will be considered in selection) 

For U19 World Team 

Compulsory events: 

https://www.squashireland.ie/performance/high-performance-programme/
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• Best 2 results from provincial junior opens 

• Irish Junior National (Closed) Championship 

• Irish Junior Open (No ranking points are awarded from the Irish Junior Open but 
performance will be considered in selection) 

• Irish Senior National (Closed) Championship (No ranking points are awarded from the Irish 
Junior Open but performance will be considered in selection) 

• U23 National Championships (No ranking points are awarded from the U23 National 
Championships but performance will be considered in selection) 

In exceptional circumstances or for medical reasons, a player may be exempt from compulsory 

events. Written permission will be required from the selection panel. 

Playing Up an Age Group 

• Players will be permitted to play up an age group only in exceptional circumstances. 

• Players wishing to play up an age group require written permission from the selection 

panel in advance of the first ranking tournament. Decisions will be made by the 

selection panel. 

• Players must write to the Events & High Performance Logistics Manager 

(aaron.johnson@squashireland.ie) seeking permission to play up an age group. This 

request must be submitted a minimum of 7 days prior to the first ranking tournament. 

• Players will compete in their own age group internationally and will therefore be eligible 

for wildcard consideration for team selection within their own age group. 

Selection Criteria for Overseas Players 

Applicable to players at all age groups residing outside Europe and more than a four-hour flight 
from Dublin. 
 
Overseas players must: 

• Be eligible to represent Ireland 
• Register their intent to compete with the selection panel before the season starts 

Compulsory events: 
• Best 2 results from provincial junior opens 
• Irish Junior National (Closed) Championships 

 
Overseas players in the U13, U15 & U17 age groups who do not compete in three provincial opens 
will have their best two provincial open points averaged and multiplied by three to give a 
comparable score. 
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3. National Ranking points 

• Rankings are calculated on a rolling 12-month basis 

• U11, U13, U15, and U17 players: best 4 results (3 x provincial opens & junior nationals) 

• U19 players: best 3 results (2 x provincial opens & junior nationals) 

Points Carry-Over: Players moving up an age group retain 40% of points from their previous 
category. These are gradually replaced with new points earned in the current category. 

Ranking Points Table: 

 

Placing National Provincial Open 

1 2000 1500 

2 1750 1300 

3 1550 1150 

4 1400 1050 

5 1250 950 

6 1100 850 

7 1000 750 

8 900 675 

9 800 600 

10 700 525 

11 600 450 

12 500 375 

13 400 300 

14 300 225 

15 200 150 

16 100 75 

17 80 60 

18 60 45 
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• No points are awarded for draws with fewer than 3 players 
• Points are updated within 2 weeks of each event 

 
Wild Card Selection 

• A maximum of one wildcard selection is available per age group per event. Players who 
have received written permission from the selection panel to play up an age group will be 
eligible, to ensure they compete internationally within their own age group and to 
facilitate the selection of the strongest possible team. 

 

4. Anti-Doping Training 

All juniors selected to represent Ireland must complete mandatory anti-doping education. 
Details: Anti-Doping E Learning Youth Athletes - Anti-Doping Education and Learning 
 

5. Squad Sessions 

It is recommended that national-level players register for the Junior Performance Academy; 
however, this is not mandatory and will not form part of the selection criteria. Players selected 
for national teams who are not part of the Junior Performance Academy will be invited to 
attend Academy squad sessions in preparation for the event for which they have been 
selected. A coaching fee will apply to players who are not already members of the Junior 
Performance Academy. 

 

5.1. Communication 

 
Please note the following contacts for players selected to represent Ireland: 
 
• Events & High Performance Logistics Manager: Aaron Johnson – 

aaron.johnson@squashireland.ie  
• Head Coach: Arthur Gaskin – arthur.gaskin@squashireland.ie  
• Junior Performance Coach (U17 & U19): David Noone – david.noone@squashireland.ie  
• Junior Development Coach (U13 & U15): Michael Conroy – 

michael.conroy@squashireland.ie 
 

Queries should be directed to the Events & High Performance Logistics Manager and/or the 
relevant National Coach. 
 

6. Selection Panel 
 
The selection panel will be convened by the Events & High Performance Logistics Manager 
and shall comprise the following: 
 
• Squash Ireland Head Coach (Chair) 
• Squash Ireland Junior Performance Coach 
• Squash Ireland Junior Development Coach 

 

https://adel.wada-ama.org/learn/signin;redirectURL=%2Flearn%2Fcourses%2F1254%2Fadel-for-youth-athletes
mailto:aaron.johnson@squashireland.ie
mailto:arthur.gaskin@squashireland.ie
mailto:david.noone@squashireland.ie
mailto:michael.conroy@squashireland.ie
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In the event that a member of the selection panel is unable to participate in the selection 
process, a replacement will be appointed by the High-Performance Working Group. 
 

7. Deselection 
 
A player selected for the team may be deselected if the player: 
• Demonstrates a lack of commitment to squad sessions and designated tournaments 

listed by the national coaches. 
• Due to illness or injury, in the opinion of the responsible National Coach, becomes unable 

to perform to the required standard. Medical advice may be sought. 
• Has parents or a guardian who do not sign the Parental Agreement Form issued prior to 

travel. 
• Breaches or fails to fulfil a requirement of the Anti-Doping Policies of Squash Ireland, 

World Squash, or other approved agencies. 
• Is not a registered member of and in good standing with Squash Ireland. 

 


